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SUBJECT: PROPOSED FMS SALES OF 155MM. SELF-PROPELLED 
HOWITZERS AND M-60 TANKS TO ISRAEL 

REF: STATE 072947 

1 . RE PARA 5 REFTEL, CONGRESS WAS PROVIDED FORMAL CERTIFI- 
CATION ON APRIL 25 RELATED TO PROPOSED LETTERS OF OFFER FOR 
THE FMS SALES OF 155MM SELF-PROPELLED HOWITZERS AND 
M-60 TANKS TO ISRAEL. IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 36(B) OF 
THE ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT, AS AMENDED, THE QUOTE LETTER 
OF OFFER SHALL NOT BE ISSUED IF THE CONGRESS, WITHIN THIRTY 
CALENDAR DAYS AFTER RECEIVING SUCH CERTIFICATION, ADOPTS A 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION STATING THAT IT OBJECTS TO THE PRO- 
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POSED SALE UNQUOTE. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE PERTINENT PARAGRAPHS OF UNCLASSIFIED 
POLICY JUSTIFICATION WHICH ACCOMPANIED CERTIFICATION RE 
155MM SELF-PROPELLED HOWITZERS: QUOTE THE PROPOSED LETTER 
OF OFFER PROVIDES FOR THE SALE TO ISRAEL OF ADDITIONAL 
ARTILLERY PIECES AT A COST OF $52 MILLION. THESE NEWLY 
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ACQUIRED HOWITZERS WOULD COMPLEMENT SUCH WEAPONS NOW IN 
THE ISRAELI ARMS INVENTORY AND WOULD BE IN ACCORD WITH A 
FORCE STRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT PLAN DEVELOPED BY ISRAEL AFTER 

THE OCTOBER 1973 WAR. THAT PLAN CALLS FOR AN INCREASE IN 
THE NUMBER OF ARTILLERY PIECES TO ENHANCE THE MOBILITY AND 
FIREPOWER OF ISRAELI ARMY DIVISIONS. 

THIS SALE WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THE US COMMITMENT 
TO ASSIST ISRAEL IN MAINTAINING ITS SECURITY. THE 
ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT WOULD NOT APPRECIABLY AFFECT THE 
OVERALL MILITARY BALANCE IN THE AREA. UNQUOTE 

3. FOLLOWING ARE PERTINENT PARAGRAPHS OF UNCLASSIFIED 
POLICY JUSTIFICATION WHICH ACCOMPANIED CERTIFICATION RE 
M-60 TANKS: QUOTE THIS PROPOSED SALE, VALUED AT $84.9 
MILLION, WOULD PROVIDE ISRAEL WITH ADDITIONAL M-60 TANKS. 

THIS INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF TANKS IN THE ISRAELI ARMY 

IS PART OF A FORCE AUGMENTATION AND MODERNIZATION PROGRAM 
THAT ISRAEL UNDERTOOK AFTER THE OCTOBER 1973 WAR. 

THE LAST PREVIOUS PROPOSED SALE OF TANKS (M48A5 MODELS) 

TO ISRAEL WAS SUBMITTED FOR CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW IN AUGUST 
1976 (TRANSMITTAL 7T-14). 

THE UNITED STATES HAS A COMMITMENT TO ASSIST ISRAEL 

IN MAINTAINING ITS SECURITY AND BELIEVES THAT THE SALE OF 

THESE TANKS ISSUPPORTIVE OF THIS COMMITMENT AND 

WOULD NOT APPRECIABLY AFFECT THE OVERALL MILITARY BALANCE 
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IN THE MIDDLE EAST. UNQUOTE. 

4. AS APPROPRIATE, EMBASSY MAY INFORM HOST GOVERNMENT 
OF THIS CERTIFICATION. 

VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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